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We  are  soon  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise,  secured  to  us 
by  our  admirable  form  of  government. 

Every  citizen  should  desire  to  use  it  so  as  to  produce  the  great- 
est good  to  tli,e  country.  To  do  so  he  ought  to  seek  every  possi- 
ble means  of  forming  a  correct  judgment ;  and  when  his  mind  is 
made  up,  his  own  conviction  of  the  right  ought  to  control  him, 
unawed  by  partizan  prejudice  or  by  the  clamor  of  those  who  as- 
sume to  be  party  leaders. 

To  aid  in  forming  a  correct  judgment  it  is  well  to  bring  to  our 
recollection  many  historical  facts,  which  cannot  be  contradicted 
or  perverted. 

Directly  after  the  American  Revolution  the  States  entered  into 
articles  of  confederation  for  their  government.  The  experiment 
proved  a  failure.  The  subsequent  formation  and  adoption  of  the 
federal  Constitution  was  for  the  purpose  of  "securing  a  more  per- 
fect Union  ; "  of  constituting  the  United  States  one  nation — a 
Republic — or,  in  the  language  of  Washington,  of  "  consolidating 
the  Union." 

So  complete  a  system  of  government  never  before  existed,  and 
it  became  the  admiration  of  the  lovers  of  liberty  throughout  the 
world.  The  prayers  of  its  founders,  as  they  passed  from  earth, 
were  for  its  perpetuity.  It  was  received  by  their  children  an  I 
cherished  as  an  inheritance  above  all  price.  With  them  the  man 
who  dared  to  lisp  of  its  destruction  was  branded  as  a  traitor  and 
an  enemy  of  mankind. 


In  time,  bold,  bad  men,  disappointed  in  tlieir  ambitions  aspira- 
tions, beo-an  to  conspire  for  its  overtlirow.  They  knew  that  their 
designs  conld  only  be  accomplished  through  the  means  of  party 
oro-anization.  The  democratic  party,  which  then  liad  ilie  ascend- 
ency, was  selected  "for  that  purpose.  They  became  its  leaders 
and"  began  insidiously  to  poison  the  minds  of  their  followers. 

It  would  require  more  time  than  allowed  in  an  ordinary- 
address  to  give  the  pi'ogi'ess  ot  their  plans,  but  the  result  is  to 
be  seen  in  the  present  condition  of  our  country. 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  conspii-ators  favorably  to 
prepare  their  fc5llowers  for  the  event,  when  their  ti-eason  cubni- 
nated  in  their  attack  upon  FortSnmpter,  the  whole  ])eople  of  the 
free  States  declared  that  they  would  put  down  the  rebellion  at 
all  hazards.  Their  mighty  nprising  for  this  purpose  was  the 
grandest  and  most  glorious-  spectacle  ever  presented  to  the  con- 
templation of  mankind,  whilst  the  fact  that  so  many  of  the  same 
people  have  since  sbown  themselves  lost  to  the  feelings  of  patriot- 
ism whicb  then  controlled  tliem,  is  the'  most  n.ielancholy  event 
on  tlie  page  of  history. 

Then,  they  determined  to  stand  by  the  President  in  his  efforts 
to  enforce  the  laws  and  to  maintain  the  integrity  and  supremac}'- 
of  the  Goverment. 

iVoiw.  many  of  the  same  men  denounce  allhis  efforts  with  a  bit- 
terness equalled  only  by  the  denunciations  of  the  traitors  in  arms 
against  that  Government. 

Why  this  change  and  how  produced  ?  The  answer  is  apparent 
—by  assumed  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  who  are  now 
acting  in  concert  with  the  enemies  of  their  country  in  the  vain 
hope  that  they  may  thus  achieve  political  power.    ' 

Relying  on  arousing  tlie  partizan  feelings  of  the  past,  they  re- 
sort to  the  most  glaring  falselioods  to  accomplish  their  purpose. 
They  now  tell  their  followers  that  the  war  was  commenced  by 
the  people  of  the  free  States  against  their  innocent  and  inoffensive 
brethren  of  the  South,  when  they  know  that  they  utter  an  un- 
truth. ; 

The  people  cannot  be  thus  deceived.  They  remember  but  too 
well  the  action  of  the  conspirators  immediately  after  the  election 
of  Mr.  Lincoln  and  previous  to  the  ex4jirution  of  Mr.  Buchanan's 
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term  ot  oiiiee. 


Look  at  the  record  :    , 

December  20,1860. — Capture  of  Fort  Moultrie  and  Castle  Pinck- 
ney  by  the  South  Carolina  troops. 


Jaanarj  3.  1801. — Capture  of  Fort  Pulaski  by  the  Savatinab 
troops. 

January  3. — The  United  States  ai-senal  at  Mount  Vernon  Ala- 
bama with  200,000  stand  of  arms  seized  by  the  Alabama  troops. 

Jannry  4. — Fort  Morgan  in  Mobile  Ba}''  taken  by  Alabama 
troops. 

January  9. — The  United  States  steamer  Star  of  the  West  was 
fired  into  and  driven  off  by  the  rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island 
V'hen  atteni))ting  to  furnish  Fort  Sumter  with  supplies. 

January!*. — Missis.-ippi  seeeded  ;  vute  of  vm:.  cunvenrion.  Si 
I'.  o\). 

January  10. — Fort  Jackson,  Fort  Phillip,  and  Pik,e,  near  New 
Orleans,  captured  by  the  Louisiana  troops. 

Jamiary  ll.-r-Alabama  seceded  ;  vote  of  convention,  62  to  29. 

January  11. — Fl(u-ida  beceded. 

January  14-. — Capture  of  Peusacola  navy- yard  and  Fort  McRea 
by  Alabama  troops. 

January  18. — Surrender  of  Baton  liouge  arsenal  to  Louisiana) 
troops. 

January  19. — Georgia  seceded;  vote  of  convention.  203  to  87. 

January  26. — Louisiana  seceded;  vote  of  convention,  113  to 
19.     New  Orleans  Mint  and  Custom  House  taken. 

February  1. — Texas  seceded  ;  vote  of  convention,  166  to  7. 
Submitrt'd  to  a  vote  of  the  people  February  23  and  took  effect  2d 
of  March. 

February  2. — Seizure  of  Little  Rock  arsenal  by  Arkansas 
troops. 

February  4. — Surrender  of  the  revenue  cutter  Castle  to  the 
Albania  authorities. 

February  5. — The  Southern  Congress  met  at  Montgomery, 
Alabama. 

February  8. — The  provisional  constitution  adopted. 

February  9. — Jeff  Davis  and  Alex.  Stephens  were  elected  Pres- 
ident and  Yice  President  of  what  they  call  the  southern  confed- 
eracy. 

February  17. — ^TViggs  transferi'ed  the  United  States  property  in 
Texas  to  the  rebels. 

February  18. — Jeff  Davis  was  inaugurated  President  of  the 
conspirators.  '  """  '  " '' 

March  2 — ^The  United  Statfes  fgvenue  cutter  was  seized  bytfiie 
rebels  in  Texas.  , 

Mr.  Ltncot.n  was  sworn  into  office  on  March  4, 1861,  after  all 


the  above  treasonable  acts  had  taken  place.  Before  taking  the 
oath  required  by  tlie  Constitntion,  "to  execute  the  otfice  of  the 
Pj-'seident  of  the  United  States,  and  to  preserve,  protect,  and  de- 
fend the  ConstitiUion  of  the  ITnitod  States,"  lie  road  his  inaugural 
address,  in  which  he  said  : 

"  Apprehensi  in  st-ems  fo  exist  among  the  people  of  the  Southf-rn  States  that  by 
the  ac-ession  of  a  Republican  Administration  their  propei-ty  and  their  peace  and  per-, 
sonal  s-ecuiitj  are  to  bo  eudangered.  There  never  lia-s  been  any  serious  cause  for 
such  appreliension.  Indeed,  tiie  most  ample  evidence  to  the  contrary  has  all  the 
while  existed  and  been  open  to  iheir  insp-cion.  It  is  found  in  all  the  public 
speeches  of  hirp  who  r.ow  addres.-^es  you.  I  do  but  quote  from  tho^e  Sfieeches  when 
I  declare  that  "1  have  no  power  dirtctlv,  or  indireclly,  to  int.eifere  with  llie  insti- 
tution of  slavery  in  the  Statts  wliere  it  exists.  1  believe  1  have  no  lawful  power  to 
do  so  and  1  haveno  inclination  lo  do  so." 

The  Congress,  whose  term  had  expired  the  day  on  which  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  inaugurated,  had  done  every  thing  in  its  power  to  dis- 
arm the  apprehensions  of  the  southern  States  on  tlie  same  ques- 
tion. It  had  passed  a  resohiion  submitting  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitntion  so  as  to  make  any  interference  with  slavery  impos- 
sible. It  created  governments  for  three  new  Territories,  ISTervada, 
Dacotah,  and  Colorado,  and  passed  no  law  excluding  slavery  from 
any  of  them. 

The  conspirators,  however,  continued  their  efibrts  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  Government: 

March  5.  Beauregard  assumed  the  command  of  the  troops  besieging  Fort 
Sunipter. 

Marcli  13.  Alabama  ratified  the  constitution  of  the  traitor  States:  vote  of  the 
convention,  87  to  6.  • 

March  16  Georgia  ratified  the  constitution  of  the  rebel  States,  and,  previous  to 
the  first  ot  April,  all  the  States  in  rebellion  had  done  the  same  thing. 

The  attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  was  commenced  on  the  12th  of 
April,.  1861,  .and.  after  thirty-four  hours  bombardment  it  surren- 
dered. 

All  this  took  place  before  Mr.  Lincoln  asked  for  troops  to  en- 
force the  laws. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  no  honest  man  can  or  will  say  that  the 
war  was  commenced  by  the  present  Administration,  To  do  so 
would  be  a  proclamation  of  his  own  infamy. 

Those  of  the  North  who  are  co-workers  with '  the  conspirators 
some  times  say, in  justification,  that  the  South  had  suffered  wrong 
at  the  hands  of  the  Northern  people.  The  assertion  is  as  false 
as  the  charge  that  the  present  Administration  ^commenced  the 
war.  Let  Mr.  Stephens,  the  Vice  President  of  the  rebel  States, 
be  heard  on  that  point.  He,  certainly,  with  them  is  good  au- 
thority.    In  a  speech  made  in  convention  against  secession,  he 


"Pause,  T  entreat  yon,  anri  consider  for  a  moment  what  reason  yon  can  give  that 
will  even  satisfy  yourselves  in  calmer  moments — what  reasons  «!fin  ynii  give  to  yonr 
fallow-sufferers  in  the  calamity  that  it  will  hrinsr  upon  ns?  Wh^it  reasons  can  you 
give  to  the  nations  of  the  eisrili  to  justify  it?  They  will  be  the  calin  and  dfliV)eriite 
judges  in  this  case?  and  to  what  i-,'ni-=e  or  one  overt  act  can  j'ou  point  on  wliich  to 
rest  the  plea  of  jnstiticat  inn?  What  right  has  the  North  assailed  ?  What  interest 
of  the  South  has  been  invaded?  What  justice  has  been  denied?  and  wliat  claim 
founded  injustice  and  right  has  been  withheld?  Can  eiFlitr  of  you  to-day  name 
one  governmental  act  of  wrong  deliberately  and  purposely  done  by  liie  Government 
at  Washin>Tton  of  whicli  the  South  has  a  right  to  complain?  I  challenge  the  an- 
swer! Wiiile.  on  the  otiier  hand,  let  me  show  the  facta  (and  believe  me,  gentle- 
men, [  am  not  here  the  advocate  of  the  North,  but  I  am  here  the  friend,  the  firm 
friend  and  lover  of  the  South  and  her  institution-*,  and  for  this  reason  I  speak  thus 
plainly  and  faithful  to  yours,  mine,  and  every  other  min's  interest,  the  words  of 
truth  "and  soberness,)  of  which  (  wish  you  to  judg-^,  and  I  will  only  state  facts  which 
are  clear  and  undeniable,  and  which  now  stand  as  records  authentic  in  the  history 
of  our  country. 

When  we  of  the  South  demanded  the  slave  trade  or  the  importation  of  Africans 
for  the  cultivation  of  our  lands,  did  they  not  yield  the  right  for  twenty  years? 
When  we  a-ked  a  three-fifths  representation  in  Congress  for  onr  slaves,  was  it  not 
granted?  When  we  asked  and  demande  1  the  return  of  any  fugitive  from  justice, 
or  the  recovery  of  tho^e  persons  owing  lab^r  or  allegiance,  was  it  not  incorporated 
in  the  Constitution?  and  again  ratified  and  strengthened  in  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law 
of  1850? 

Do  you  reply  that  in  many  instances  they  have  violated  this  compact,  and  have 
not  been  faithful  to  their  engagements?  As  individuals  and  local  communities  they 
may  have  done  so,  but  not  by  the  sanction  of  Government,  for  that  has  always  been 
true  to  Southern  interests.  Again,  gentlemen,  look  at  another  fact:  v,-lien  we  have 
asked  that  n;^'<re  tenitoiy  should  be  added,  that  we  might  spread  the  institution  of 
slavery,  have  they  not  yielded  to  oui'  demands  and  given  us  Louisiana,  F:orida,  and 
Texas,  out  of  which  four  States  have  been  carved,  and  ample  territory  for  four  more 
to  be  added  in  due  time,  if  you,  by  this  unwise  and  irnpolit.ie  act,  do  not  destroy  thia 
hope,  and,  perhaps,  by  it  lose  all,  and  have  3'onr  last  slave  wrenched  from  you  by 
stern  military  rule,  by  the  vindictive  decree  of  a  universal  emancipation  wliich  may 
reasonably  be  expected  to  follow  ? 

But,  again,  grntlenien,  what  have  we  to  gain  by  this  proposed  change  of  our  re- 
lation to  the  General  Government?  We  have  always  had  the  control,  and  can  yet 
if  we  remain  in  it,  and  are  as  united  as  we  have  been.  We  have  had  a  majority  of 
the  Presidents  chosen  from  the  South,  hs  well  as  the  control  and  managemetit  of 
those  chosen  from  the  North.  We  have  had  sixty  years  of  Southern  Presidents  to 
their  twenty  four,  thus  conlrolling  the  Executive  Department. 

No  man  lias  controverted,  or  can  controvert  these  facts.  Who 
then  so  base  as  to  justify  the  rebellion? 

While  the  Government  is  using  every  possible  effort  to  main- 
tain its  existence,  an  organization  has  been  entered  into  by  many 
persons  at  the  North  to  co-operate  with  the  conspirators  in  its  de- 
struction. To  accomplish  their  object,  assuming  the  specious 
name  of  the  "  Peace  Democracy,"  they  resort  to  the  meanest  acts 
of  the  most  grovelling  demagogue  to  prejudice  the  people  against 
the  Administration.  Read  the  following  extracts  from  speeches 
and  newspapers,  made  and  written  in  the  North  in  aid  of  the 
conspirators. 

Speaking  of  President  Lincoln,  the  Sellingrove  (Pa.)  Times 
says : 

"lie  is  a  bloody  monster.  He  is  hell's  Pandora  box  brought  to  earth  and  re- 
opened for  the  destruction  of  this  foolish  people,  who  hug  him  to  their  bosoms  un» 
til,  like  an  Egyptian  adder,  he  stings  them  to  death.     By  hie  elevation  to  power, 


every  mean  principle  in  the  man's  composition  has  been  brought  out  and  famed 
into  a  blaze  of  (.iestiuc'.ion.  He  is  a  liar,  a  thief,  a  robber,  a  brigand,  a  pirate,  per- 
jurer, a  traitor,  a  coward,  a  hypocrite,  a  cheat,  a  tiickater,  a  luurderer,  a  tyrant, 
an  unmitigated  scoundrel,  and  an  infernal  fool.      In  less    than    one  year  he  has,  by 

,  the  firce  of  cirtfumslances,  certainly  not  b}'  his  wisdom,  became  ab.-olute  monarch 
over  a  race  of  imbeciles,  who,  because  they  deserve  it,  have  become  willing  slaves 
and  vassals.     He  commenced  the  present  war  with  disiionest  motives;  he    has   oai- 

,ried  ir.  on  under  false  pretences;  and,  in  the  end,  he  will  so  efl'ectnally  cheat  the 
people  out  of  their  liberties  that  they  cannot  recover  them  unless  through  bloody 

.revolution." 

A  Mr.  J.  D.  Murphy,  a  "  Peace  Democrat"  of  Kew  Hamshire, 
on  the  22d  January  last,  emitted  his  poison,  as  follows  : 

"The  Democrats  h^ve  submitted  to  the  despotic  sway  of  Abe  Lincoln  for  three 
years,  thinking  it  belter  to  endure  wrong  lor  a  short  time  than  to  lisk  all  by  a  lost 
appeal  to  arms.  Bnt  iiow  the  time  is  coming  when  we  can  change  our  rulers. 
Rather  thm  submit  four  years  longer  to  Abe  Lincoln,  and  be  overrun  by  the  hordes 
of  his  hireling  soldiery,  let  us  ring  ont  the  cry  of  old,  '  To  your  tents,  O  Israel  V' 
i>erno(;iais  should  .Jiinand  organize,  and  drill  clubs,  companies,  battalions,  sediments 
And  briijades,  toi'  these  blood  thirsty  abolitions  and  shoddyite  thievt^.'i.  and  tiaitors 
are  a  wind  broken,  spavined,  dyspeptic  race,  and  one  regiment  of  Democrats  could 
whip  three  of  them." 

This  man  is  for  "peace"  with  the  conspirators,  but  for  war  with 
the  freemen  of  the  North,  his  neighbors !     Shame  ! 

Kead  still  further  extracts — the  outpouring  of  impotent  wrath 
and  vileness : 

"  There  has  never  been  anything  called  for  by  the  South,  and  th^'re  never  c<»n  be, 
that  1  would  not  willingly  oonseat  to." — Speech  of  State  Sena/or  Clark,  of  \Visco7i- 
»07i,  March,  1862. 

"  History  will  relate  that  we  (the  North)  manufactured  the  conflict,  forced  it  to 
hot-bed  precocity,  nourished  and  invited  it — Detroit  Free  Frens,  April  16,  1862. 

"We  tell  them  (Congress)  that  a  Cromwell  will  rise  in  their  midst  Irefore  thev 
:|f)iH)gress  too  far,  who  will  bring  their  heads  to  the  block  without  delay  or  mercy." 
.-^Free  Presx,  Ufarch  24. 

"I  say  to  youj  my  constituents,  that,  as  your  representative,  I  will  never  vote  one 
dollar,  one  man,  or  one  gun  to  the  administration  of  .Abraham  Lincoln  to  moke  war 
upon  the  ^outh." — D.  W.   Voorhee.%  M.  C,  Seventh  District,  Indiaiia,  April,  1861 

"The  Demoeraoy  will  yet  ueach  Abe  Lincoln  and  his  eo  usurpers  that  the  way  of 
the  transgressors  is  not  rasy." — Hon.  A.  <  .  Dodge,  of  Iowa. 

"This  is  a  damned  abolition  war.  We  believe  Abe  Lincoln  is  as  much  of  a  traitor 
as  Jeff.  Davis." — Axlilavd {Oh\o)  Democratic  Union 

"The  President  and  his  cabinet  were  never  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
tion. The  Democratic  party  should  never  have  given  its  assent  to  the  appeal  to  the 
sword  after  the  affair  ot  Fort  Sumter." — Detroit  Free  Pre.^s. 

'The  A hsland  (Ohio)  Union,  a  Democratic  organ,  speaking  of  our  soldiers,  calls 
them  hired  Hessians  going  to  the  sunny  Southern  soil  to  butchtr  by  wholesale,  not 
foreigners  but  good  men,  as  exemplary  christians  as  any  of  our  men.' 

"The  Crovyfurd  County  Forum,  referring  to  our  soldiers,  saj^s  : 

•It  (the  Administration)  has  put  arms  in  the  hands  of  outlaws,  thieves,  murder- 
ers, and  traitors.,' 

''Vnp.  Democratic  Press,  Taylorsville,  111.,  speaking  of  the  Republican  parly  and 
the  army,  says : 

"  In  power  less  than  a  year  it  has  spent  millions  of  the  people's  money,  and  five 
hundred  thousand  men  are  employed  to  steal  negroes  from  their  Southesn  mas- 
ters." 

"  If  the  North  and  South  are  ever  re-united,  we  predict  it  will  be  wlien  the  Con- 
federate States  North  shall  adopt  their  new  constitution,  (of  Jeff.  Davis,)    or   some- 


tiling  vpry  near  like  it.     Tliere's  a  gooii  time  coming,  boys'' — Van  Buren  County 
I  iPfesit,  at  Paw   I'aw,  Mieliigun. 

"  Why  this  expenilitiire  of  inoi-a  bloo.l  nnd  treasure  in  a  hopplp^s  enterprise — why 
blame  inen  for  being  traif.oiA.  We  c;.imot  see  why." — ^Detroit  Free  Press. 
,J  'There,  sir,  is  the  fiamnai)!.;  db  iiitionist  who  atliiiinis'pr.?  tlie  Government.  The 
people  ought  to  ii-;e  up  nnd  by  phvpiunl  force,  hurl  him  from  the  chair  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. In  the  eye:<  of  Go.l  ami  tnen.  tl>e  p-'ople  wonM  lip  ju^tififii  They  should 
do  it;  and  1  will  go  witii  them."— /«;//<;  PraU's  Specchln  the  Miehigaa Legislature, 
Feb    12.  ISOS. 

"G^o.  W.  Peels,  of  Ohio,  in  a  speech  before  the  Lansing  Democratie  Association, 
March  18(13,  said  : 

'You  Bla-k  Republicans  began  this  war.  You  have  carried  it  on  for  two  years. 
You  have  sent  your  heil  hounds  down  ftouth  u,  deva'^tate  the  countrvr-md  what 
have  you  done?  You  have  not  conquered  the  S  lutli.  You  never  can  conquer 
them.      And  why?     Because  they  ar«  our  brethren." 

".fohn  H.  George,  N.  II.,  Dem'icralic  nomi^iee  for  Congress,  declared  : 

'•  I  won't,  do  a-.ythinir  to  sustain  the  President,  Congress  or  ^ny  of  the  piratical 
ei-fw  I  hat  have  control  of  this  Govt'rnment.  I  won't  do  anything  that  can,  in  any 
way.  hf  interpreted  as  supporting  this  wai\" 

Mr.  Cliarles  Reeves  was  the  leading  member  of  tlie  convention 
in  aid  of  tlie  conspirators,  recently  held  in  the  ninth  congres- 
sional district  of  Indiana,  to  select  a  candidate  to  rnn  against 
Schuyler  Colfax.  On  that  occasion  he  delivered  himself  of  a  vio- 
let speech,  advocating  unconditional  peace  and  reconstruction, 
condemning  the  Administration.  He  said  that  if  the  election 
was  carried  b}^  fraud  he  should  advocate  immediate  rebellion. 
lie  also  advocated  the  doctrine  of  State  Rights  as  enunciated  by 
his  Southern  brethren,  and  advised  an  alliance,  offensive  and  de- 
fensive, with  the  South.  He  said  the  idea  of  putting  down  the 
rebellion  had  long  since  become  impracticable,  and  advised  the 
delegates  to  frown  down  all  attempts  to  raise  soldiers  or  men  to 
prosecute  this  infernal  war.     lie  was  loudly  applauded. 

At  the  convention  which  nominated  the  State  ticket  in  Indiana 
D.  H.  Colerick,  a  prominent  member  from  Allen  county,  said : 

"  Nine  hundred  and  nint  tynine  men  of  every  thousand  whom  I  represent,  breathe 
no  othf-r  prnver  than  to  have  an  end  of  this  iiellisli  war.  Wheti  neics  of  our  victo- 
ries  co)nes  there  i.s  V.0  rrjoiciiig.  Wlwu  neiu^  of  our  defeat  coma  thtre  /.•,•  no  sorrow. 
Thei'C  is  a  feeling  which  telb  wf  an  intense  desire  for  peace,  and  we  ask  that  some 
resolution  be  passed  that  is  in  union  witii  the  prayers  of  the  lieart  of  the  Democracy 
of  the  count)-y,  that  this  honible  and  bloody  wav  must  cea^e." 

That  the  Southern  portion  of  the  conspirators  fully  appreciate 
the  services  of  their  Northern  co-laborers  is  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing article,  copied  from  the  Atlanta  (Ga.)  Register,  of  recent 
date ; 

"  Ex-President  Pierce,  Seymour,  of  Connecticut,  Vallandigham,  Reed,  Wood,  Rich- 
ardson, and  hundreds  of  others,  arc  as  hostile  to  the  war  as  they  are  to  black  repub- 
licaidsm.  Tliese  men  are  doing  us  ;in  indirect  service.  They  are  not  openly  and 
avowedly  our  friends,  nor  couUl  we  reasonai)ly  ask  this  of  tlietn.  But  tliey  are  not 
our  bloody  enemies.  Uniled  aaahistt  Mr.  Lincoln  and  hia  wicktd  jiolicy,  breasting 
tiie  power  of  an  overwhelming  miij.irity,  firm  to  the  traditions  and  piecedents  of 
constitutional  liberty,  the  noble  band  of  patriots  is  striving  to  erect  a  breakwater 
that  shall  arrest  the  surges  of  the  unloosed  deluge.     If  they  did  no  more  than  re- 
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f>l8t  the  c«fntralizalioti  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  that  far  th*;y  are  woitby  of  our  rei'pect  and 
sympathy.  ]f  they  hold  up  the  banner  of  State  lights,  that  far  they  are  advocatiug 
a  sentiment  entitled  to  our  tidnniialion. 

"Such  is  the  course  they  are  pursuing,  and  such  a  course  ought  to  have  our  cor- 
dial a|)piobation.  Step  by  step  the  same  convictions  and  the  aaine  temper  thatliave 
braced  them  in  compact  unity  and  fiery  valor  todenounee  ultra  Federalism  and  New 
England  fanaticism,  will  inevitably  bring  (hem  U[ion  the  light  ground  as  it  respects 
our  Independence  We  confess  our  faith  in  their  political  princif)lc8  We  confess 
our  confidence  that  eventually  these  men  will  see  the  whole  truth  and  embrace  all 
its  conclusions. 

"  We  can  gain  nothing  by  denouncing  them.  We  may  lose  much  by  presenting 
a  hostile  Iront  to  iheir  peace  movements.  Live  with  them  under  the  sanie  govern- 
ment we  never  will  But,  meaiiwhile,  if  they  -mill  use  the  ballot-box  agnitiM  Air.  Lin- 
coln, while  we  use  the  cartridge  box,  each  side  will  be  a  helper  to  (he  other,  and  both 
CO  ojierate  to  accomplish  the  greatest  work  which  this  country  and  the  co7Uinerit  have 
witnessed." 

The  Register  is  right.  The  men  in  Indiana  and  elsewhere  in 
the  North,  banded  together,  by  secret  oaths,  to  aid  tlie  conspira- 
tors in  the  overthrow  of  the  Government,  deserve,  and  ought  to 
receive,  the  "cordial  approbation"  of  their  Southern  friends. 

The  expectation  of  the  conspirators  to  enlist  the  whole  Demo- 
cratic party  of  the  North  in  their  treasonable  scheme  will  fail. 
Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  have  already  denounced  them, 
and  other  tens  of  thousands  will  do. it  as  the  infamous  nature  of 
those  schemes  become  fully  known.  Their  love  of  country  will 
not  yield  to  the  party  behests  of  assumed  leaders. 

As  the  election  approaches,  in  the  vain  hope  of  securing  a  few 
votes,  the  leaders  of  the  Northern  portion  of  the  conspiracy  are 
beginning  to  praise  the  soldiers  while  they  denounce  the  war! 
This  hypocracy  will  not  avail  them.  Our  soldiers  are  as  well  in- 
formed as  those  attempting  to  deceive  them.  They  know  that 
these  very  men  have  denounced  them  as  "  Lincoln's  hirelings," 
as  "hell  hounds,"  hired  to  cut  the  throats  of  the  Christian  gen- 
tlemen of  the  South  who  are  only  indulging  in  the  innocent 
amusement  of  destroying  the  Government! 

They  know  that,  in  our  State,  when  a  proposition  was  made  in 
the  Legislature  to  secure  the  right  of  soldiers  in  the  field  to  vote 
it  was  opposed  by  some  of  these  now  pretended  friends. 

It  is  true,  as  ah  electioneering  trick,  the  conspirators  on  the 
State  ticket,  understanding  that  Governor  Morton  had  asked  for 
the  return  of  the  soldiers  so  as  to  recruit  and  vote,  very  magnan- 
imously, proposed  to  join  him  in  doing  that  which  he  had  already 
done!     The  object  is  too  apparent  to  deceive  ! 

If  this  is  an  infernal  war  on  the  part  of  the  Union  army,  as 
they  charge,  how  can  they  expect  the  vote  of  those  engaged  in 
that  war?  The  war  cannot  be  denounced  without,  at  the  same 
time,  denouncing  thoee  engaged  in  if.     No  sophistry,  no  decla- 


9  — 

mation,  no  yelling  about  abolitionism,  can  blind  the  eyes  of  sen- 
sible men  to  anv  other  conclusion. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  to  the  present  time 
the  acts  of  cruelty  and  barbarity  perpetrated  by  the  rebels  are 
more  horrible  than  have  ever  occurred  in  any  age  of  the  world. 
The  barbarity  of  Indian  warfare  bears  no  comparison  to  it. 

A  rebel,  Colonel  Eastman,  has  written  a  book,  entitled  "  First 
year  of  the  War."     In  that  book  he  says : 

"  Like  a  thunderbolt,  Kirby  Smith  M\  upon  the  foe  ;  our  men  fought  desperate, 
and  in  a  moment  the  Federal  tioops,  wlio  had  felt  certain  of  victory,  weie  every- 
■whei-e  driven  back.  Scarcely  had  they  commenced  retiring  when  it  became  itn- 
poggible  to  restrain  our  troopiJ.  A  ciant  Texan,  throwing  away  his  rifle,  took  out 
his  bowie-knife,  with  one  blow  he  sj)]il  llie  skull  of  a  wounde'l  man  who  hnd  fallen 
to  the  ground,  and  this  began  the  signal  for  a  general  butchery.  Like  wild  bensts 
the  incensed  soldiery  fell  upon  their  victims,  hewing,  stabbing,  slashing  like  mad 
men! 

"  A  fearful  panic  seizes  upon  the  Federal  troop?.  Even  the  brave.=t  fly  before 
such  an  onslaught — they  give  way,  and,  in  mortal  fear,  offioei-s  and  men  run  for 
their  lives  like  startled  deer.  »  »  *  'Pl^p  saraee  spirit  of  our 

soldiers  now  almost  boidei'ed  on  the  horrible.  Beauregard  look  advantnge  of  this 
"vengeful  mood  ;  he  ordert-d  liis  whole  army  forward,  and  with  wild  exultnrjt  cheers 
fell  upon  the  broken  enemy.  Stuart  hHd  collected  all  his  cavab-y  together  and 
swept  across  the  plain  like  a  whiilwind,  clearing  every  tiling  before  him. 

"The  enemy  was  now  at  full  flight  at  every  point,  and  so  quick  was  our  advance 
that  all  order  in  our  rank-5  was  lost.  A  rumor  suddenly  spread  that  Kirb}'  Smith 
had  fallen.  A  cry  of  anger -^nd  horror  passed  through  the  ranks  of  the  -whole 
army.  Our  troops,  now  maddened  witti  rage,  fell  ra'^rcilessly  upon  their  opponents 
and  a  fearful  massacre  commenced.  Scenes  of  horrible  cruelty  too  fearful  for  de- 
BC'iption  ensued.  Our  men  were  no  longer  human  beitigs;  covered  with  blofid, 
and  dust,  and  guupowdei-,  they  fell  upon  their  flying  opponents  with  ungovernable 
fury !" 

The  butchery  thus  described  by  a  rebel  witness  was  followed 
t^  acts  still  more  fiendish,  rivaling  the  Scandinavians  of  a  barbar- 
ous age,  who,  it  is  said,  drank  wine  from  the  skulls  of  their 
slaughtered  foe.  The  skulls  of  many  a  patriot,  who  had  given  his 
life  to  his  country,  we're  thus  used  by  the  rebels  at  their  drunken 
carousel  in  commemoration  of  their  achievements  at  the  first 
Bull  Run  battle. 

If  their  treatment  of  the  dead  be  such  as  to  receive  the  exe- 
cration of  mankind,  what  can  be  said  of  the  horrible  cruelty  in,- 
flicted  upon  the  living  when  in  their  power.  The  fortunes  of 
war  gave  them  a  number  of  prisoners  at  Fort  Pillow.  Hundreds 
of  these  men,  wounded  and  helpless,  were  butchered  in  cold 
blood — many  of  them  on  the  day  subsequent  to  the  fight. 

Any  man  in  the  rebel  States  daring  to  avow  himself  in  favor  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  butchered  by  the  "  Peace 
Democrats  "  of  that  region. 

In  Randolph  county,  Alabama,  recently,  a  Union  man  was 
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dragged  from  liis  lionse  by  the  "  peace  Democracy  "  and  taken 
to  a  thicket: 

"  Aft.ev  consviUat.ion  it  was  fietermined  to  put  him  in  t'le  tory!s  yote,  but,  first  of 
all,  to  try  to  mHke  liiia  afknowledge  to  having  done  and  said  certain  things  of  which 
he  was  innocent. 

''Af  er  trying  ?ome  tiiiie  to  accom|ili>h  their  oV)iect,  V)j'  questioning  and  threaten- 
ing, tiifv  rt'SDited  to  morf;  severe  measures.  Untying  him,  tliey  took  ofl'  his  clotli- 
iiig.  laid  liim  down  upon  a  log,  lashed  liini  firmly  to  it,  and  with  lai'ge  hickory 
sticks  commenced  hicerating  him.  Four  Jet  iii  on  him  at  ouce,  and  the  numbers 
Boon  increased  to  six.  They  Continued  to  bea^.  him  there  for  a  long  time,  pausing 
occasionally  and  asking  liim  if  he  would  confess,  and  upV^n  his  refusing  would  let  in 
on  hitn  moie  vigorously. 

"The  blood  trickled  from  his  back  in  streams.  His  piteous  appeals  in  behalf  of 
mercy  were  tutally  disi't-gard-^d.  Nature  linally  yiehlt<l,  and  the  j>oor  man  swooned 
and  was  lost  to  concioustiess  for  .seveial  minutes.  As  soon  as  he  revived  these  hell- 
i-h  lorme.ntors  resumed  t!;eir  tortures.  They  split  the  ends  of  green  sticks  and  twist- 
ii)w  tlie  11  in  his  hair  and  pulling  violently,  caused  riie  most  excruciating  pain.  This 
and  other  fiendish  op^iations  were  continued  for  some  lime.  They  then  cut  off  liis 
fingers  at  the  second  joint,  as  also  his  ears  close  up  to  ins  head. 

"The  next  ste))  was  to  cut  off  his  arms  at.  tlie  elbows,  and  the  legs  at  the  knees. 
After  this  operation  tliis  wretched  vi(;tim  fainted,  and  failing  t<i' recover  for  seveial 
minutes  the  murderers  |>ronounced  him  dead  and  begin  to  piepare  to  leave,  but  at 
this  moment  their  victim  showeil  signs  of  life.  They  now  tied  a  rope  around  his 
neck,  and  hung  him  to  a  limb  near  by,  and  instantly  decamyied." 

Who  that  has  read  of  the  horrors  of  the  Spanish  Inquisition — • 
the  rack,  and  the  other  modes  of  punishment  there  adopted — 
"without  a  feeling  of  utter  detestation  for  its  founders? 

The  cruelties  inflicted  on  the  soldiers  of  the  Republic  at  Libby 
Pj'ison  and  Belle  Inland,  are  more  horrible  than  those  perpetrated 
in  the  secret  cells  of  the  great  engine  of  hell,  as  the  Inquisition 
has  been  called. 

A  history  of  those  horrors  would  fill  volumes;  but  we  can  only 
now  glance  at  tliem.  '^ 

Andrew  J.  Munn,  of  Company  A,  in  the  100th  Ohio  Regiment, 
thus  speaks  of  facts  occurring  under  liis  own  observation  at  Belle 
Island : 

"The  next  morning  we  were  parcelled  and  sent  to  thathell  on  eirtli.  Belle  Island 
whire  {  witnesse<l  sigtits  of  suffering  for  montlis  that  were  horrible — awful — jiosi- 
tively  indescribable;  and  eliill  the  blood  and  rend  the  heart  with  an  a'^oiiv  of  pity 
to  remember.  Day  a*"ter  day  1  have  been  f irced  to  witness  the  slow,  fearful  death 
bv  starvation,  of  scores  of  our  noble  fellows,  and  to  hear  their  agonizing  moans  dtid 
incoherent  raving-",  and  pleading  fiu'  something  to  soothe  the  pains  of  huiiger.  They 
■would  sometimes,  when  in  this  half-crazed  condition,  ask  foi- something  to  save  their 
lives,  which  they  couid  feel  slipping  away.  And  their  brutal  j.iilor  would  drag  them 
from  their  suffering  couches,  declaiing  that  they  would  show  them  how.to^address 
gentlemen,  and,  despite  their  weak  and  emaciated  condition,  buck  and  gafflhe  poor 
fel'ows,  and  force  them  to  lie  for  hours  beneath  the  scorching  rays  of  the  sun.  and 
manj'  times  when  they  went  to  release  the  sufferers  they  would  find  a  stiffened 
oorpie,  with  the  sunken  eyes  glazed  in  death,  their  fiendish  treatment  having  snapped 
the  frail  thi'ead  of  life,  and  the  poor  victim  being  at  last  beyond  the  reaih  of  their 
persecution. 

"One  poor  fellow,  being  redueed  by  starvation  and  ill-usage  to  a  mere  skeleton, 
and  could  scarcely  stand,  crawled  one  day  up  on  a  b.iidv  nesu-  his  tent  to  get  a  little 
fresh  air,  his  face  burnintj  with  fever;  but  no  sooner  had  he  gained  the  summit  of 
the  bank  and  sat  down  trem.bliug  with  extreme  exhaustion   that  the  exertion  had 
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cost  him,  when  the  pentinel  leape^l  upon  the  bank  arid  hnr«h1y  ordered  him  to  ^et 
(lowii  or  he  would  ^hnot.  liirn.  T'k'  poor  boy  irtni'gi'red  to  hi-^  f-^e":  at  oik-*',  knowir  g 
fiill  well  wlint  would  beilie  consi-qnf nee  of *lie?itaiion,  and  attetni)tad  to  pet  o'lt  of 
pight;  but  before  lie  could  turn  rouoil  the  rebel  demon  raised  his  gun  and  tired,  the 
ball  passing  tlirougti  the  poor  hoy's  tilde,  who  rolled  di>wii  llie  b.mk  and  expired 
without  a  groan,  his  iieait's  blood  spitting  in  jetg  fiom  the  ghastly  wound 

"Another  time  a  lot.  of  our  boj  s  were  crowded  iti  a  elose,  narrow,  and  filthy  eeil, 
scarce  ten  feet  wide,  with  but  one  small,  giated  window  for  light  and  air',  and  some 
br-in^  pick  were  obliged  to  lie  down,  and,  in  consequence,  the  men  were  huddled  and 
the  air  foul  and  oppressive;  and  one  }oung  fellow,  wlio  was  almwJi  sulfoeuted,  arose 
and«put  his  fat-e  up  to  the  window  to  get  bi-enib,  when  the  guard  upon  ihe  outside, 
without  the  slightest  provocation,  shot  him  through  the  head,  his  blood  and  brains 
bespattering  his  eomrad  s  ii.side  of  the  eidl,  who,  with  a  low,  thrilling  cry  of  Imr- 
ror.  eontem|)lated  this  brutal  and  cold-blooded  murder  of  their  unfortunate  comrade 
without  the  power  of  even  n  remonstrance,  lor  fear  of  sharing  a  like  late." 

The  testimony  taken  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of 
the  War  is  of  simihir  character.  The  surgeon  who  had  charge  ot 
many  returned  ])risoners  at  Baltimore  thus  speaks  of  them  : 

"  Wett's  Buildings  Hospital, 

"Baltimore,  Md  ,  May  24,  1864. 

"Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  photograph  of  John  B;einig.  wiih 
the  di-sjred  inforniAtion  wii'ten  upon  it.  I  am  \wy  soi  ry  your  committee  could  not 
have  seen  these  c^'ses  when  tirst  received.  No  one,  from  these  pictures,  can-  form  a 
true  estimate  of  their  condition  tiien.  ^ot  one  in  ten  was  able  to  stand  ahme  ;  fome 
of  them  £0  covered  and  eaten  tn  vermin  that  they  nearly  resembled  cases  ol  small 
po.x,  and  so  emaciated  that  they  were  really  living  skeletons,  and  hardly  that,  as 
the  result  shows,  forty  otit  of  oie  hundred  and  fo;ir  liavii  g  died  up  to  this  dale 

"  If  there  has  bee;.' anylhii  g  so  horrible,  so  fiendish,  as  this  wholesale  starvation, 
in  the  history  of  this  sa'anie  rebellion,  1  have  tailed  to  note  it  Better  i he  nmssa- 
cres  at  Lawrence,  Fort  PillovN,  and  Plymoutli  than  to  be  thus  starved  to  death  by 
inches,  throut,di  lom;  and  weary  months.  1  wish  !  possessed  the  power  to  compel 
all  the  northern  s\  mpalhizei's  with  this  rebellion  ti)  come  in  and  look  upon  the  woik 
<f  the  c/iiiialrous  sous  of  the  fio-i/jitable  and  sunny  South  wiieii  these  skeletons  .wei  e 
first  received  here.  A  reVjel  colonel,  a  prisoner  here.  wl)0  stood  with  sad  face  look- 
ing on  as  ihej'  were  received,  finally  shook  his  hend  and  walked  away,  apparently 
ashamed  tiiat  he  held  any  lelaiions'to  men  who  could  be  guiltj  of  such  deeds. 
"  Vei'v  respefifully.  vour  obedient  servant, 

"A.  CHAPEL. 

"  Hen.  B.  F.  Wade, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War" 

Photographs  were  taken  of  a  few  of  these  victims  of  the  hu- 
■mane  treatment  by  our  innocent  Southern  hrethren,  and  printed 
in  the  report  of  the  cornmittee.  A  portion  of  tliese  are  herep;e- 
sented.  Look  at  them  on  tlie  last  page,  and  remember  that  the 
perpetrators  of  these  damnable  cruelties  are  the  "  Peace  Dem- 
ocrats" of  the  South,  whom  Jo.  McDonnald,  Dan  Voorhees,  and 
Yallandiirham  are  so  anxious  to  hug  to  their  affectionate  bosoms, 
and  the  fathers  and  brothers  of  those  who  have  suffered  by  star- 
vation and  death  are  called  upon  to  elect  such  men  to  office. 

These  men  say  they  want  peace,  and,  to  accomplish  it,  tliey 
are  willing  to  let  their  co-conspirators  prescribe  the  terms. 

The  only  conditions  yet  offered  them  are  the  following,  pub- 
lished in  the  Richmond  Examiner  of  the  16th  of  last  October. 
Kead  them : 
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"Save  on  oxir  own  terma,  we  can  acoept  no  peace  whatever,  and  must  fight  till 
doomsda}'  lather  than  yield  one  iota  of  them  ;  and  our  terms  are: 

"  Rncdgtiition  by  tlie  enemy  of  the  Confederate  States. 

"Witlidiawal  of  the  Yankee  forces  from  every  foot  of  Confederate  ground,  in- 
cliidiiig  Kentucky  and  Missouii. 

'■  Withdiawal  of  Yankee  soldiers  fi'om  'Maryland  until  that  State  shall  decide,  hy 
a  free  vote,  whetlier  she  shall  remain  in  the  old  Union  or  ask  admission  into  the 
Confederacy. 

"  Consent  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Covernment  to  give  up  to  the  Confederacy 
its  pi'oportiou  of  the  Navy  as  it  stood  at  the  time  of  the  secession,  or  pay  foT  the 
same. 

"Yielding  up  all  pretensions  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  old  Territories  which  lies  west  of  the  Confederate  States. 

"An  equitable  settlenunt.  on  the  basis  of  our  absolute  independence  and  equal 
rights,  (if  all  accounts  of  the  PuDlic  Debt  and  Public  Lands,  and  the  advantagCB  ac- 
cruing from  foreign  treaties. 

"  Tliese  provisions,  we  apprehend,  comprise  the  minimum  of  what  we  must  require 
before  we  lay  down  our  arms.  That  i^*  to  say,  the  North  must  yield  all;  we,  no- 
t/tinff.  The  whole  pretension  of  that  country'  to  jirnvent  b}'  foice  the  separation  of 
the  Stales  must  be  abandoned,  which  will  be  an  equivalent  to  an  avowal  that  our 
enemies  were  wrong  fr-om  the  first;  and,  of  course,  as  they  waged  a  causeless  and 
wicked  war  upon  us,  they  ought,  in  stiict  justice,  to  be  required,  according  to  usage 
in  such  cases,  to  reimbui'se  to  us  the  whole  of  our  expenses  and  losses  in  the  course 
of  that  war." 

These  are  the  terms  of  peace;  and  the  Enquirer  says  further: 

"Assurelj'  as  we  completely  ruin  their  armies — and  without  that  is  no  peace  nor 
truce  at  all — so  surely  shall  v>e  make  them  pay  our  war  debt,  though  vie  wring  it  out  of 
their  hearts.'" 

Are  the  people  of  Indiana  willing  to  get  down  into  the  dirt 
and  accept  such  terms  ! 

These  men  crj  "peace,  peace."  If  they  want  peace  why  not 
say  to  their  co  conspiritors,  "you  made  the  war  and  you  can 
make  peace.  Disband  your  armies — go  to  your  homes — obey  the 
laws — maintain  the  union  of  all  the  States  and  their  authority, 
arid  you  can  have  peace."     Why  do  they  not  do  so  ? 

No  man  more  earnestly  desires  peace  than  he  whose  sworn 
duty  it  is  to  make  every  possible  eifort  to  maintain  the  Union; 
but  he  wants  that  peace  which  can  only  be  secured  and  perpetu- 
ated by  the  overthrow  of  the  rebellion  and  return  of  the  people 
to  their  allegiance  to  the  Government.  This,  under  God,  and  by 
the  assistance  of  the  loyal  portion  of  the  people,  he  will  accom- 
plish. 

In  the  last  speech  made  by ,  Judge  Douglas  on  the  rebellion,  he 
said: 

"The  eonspiraej'  is  known.  Armies  have  been  raised,  war  is  levied  to  accom- 
plish it.  There  are  are  cnly  two  sides  to  the  question.  Every  man  must  be  for  the 
United  States  or  against  it.  Their  can  be  no  neutrals  in  this  war,  only  patriots  and 
traitors." 

Judge  Douglas  was  right.  That  is  the  only  issue ;  all  others 
are  raised  to  deceive  the  people.     Let  no  man,  by  his  act,  sub- 
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ject  himself  to  be  pointed  at  in  after  times  as  a  traitor  to  his 
country;  nur  let  hira  do  anything,  in  this  dread  hour,  which  shall 
cause  his  cliildren  to  blush  for  sliame  when  he  shall  have  left  the 
land  of  tlie  living. 

The  rebellion  in  favor  of  extending  and  pei'petuating  slavery, 
brought  the  continuance  of  that  institution  directly  in  issue.  To 
aid  in  putting  the  rebellion  down  it  was  determined  to  liberate 
the  slaves,  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  use  them  in  our  armies. 
Availing  themselves  of  the  existing  prejudice  against  the  negro, 
the  northern  aiders  and  abetors  of  the  rebellion  have  proclaimed 
that  tlie  only  object  of  the  war  is  to  place  the  negro  upon  a  social 
equality  with  the  whites ! 

The  only  answer  to  which  such  trash  is  entitled  is,  to  give  the 
leaders  of  the  "peace  Dem(»cracy  "  assurances"that  no  law  shall  be 
enacted  to  prevent  their  associating  with  negroes  on  as  perfect 
equality  as  they  may  desire,  provided  the  consent  of  the  negroes 
themselves  be  first  obtained  ! 

It  may  be  that  Providence  has  permitted  the  rebellion  for  the 
purpose  of  forever  settling  the  slavery  question.  It  may  be  that 
the  prayers  of  the  slaves  for  deliverance,  which  have  ascended 
to  God  for  two  hundred  years,  have  been  heard  at  last ;  and  it  may 
be,  that,  in  His  Divine  Wisdom,  the  present  is  the  time  selected 
for  the  last  shackle  to  be  wrested  from  the  lacerated  limbs  of  hu- 
manity ;  and  if  so,  who  will  not  joyfully  exclaim,  "  Let  God's  will 
be  done ! " 

In  its  consummation  behold  the  grand  and  glorious  spectacle  ! 
Instead  of  a  government  founded  on  the  sighs  and  groans  of  men 
and  wouien,  as  contemplated  in  the  establishment  of  the  southern 
confederacy,  we  shall  have  a  free  and  united  Republic,  whose 
liappine>>  md  prosperity,  and  all  the  elements  of  greatness  shall 
be  far  greater  than  ever  before  known  in  history. 

No  other  man  than  he  who  uow  tills  the  Executive  Chair  of 
the  nation  ever  had  so  great  a  i-esponsibility  nesting  upon  him. 
Called  to  his  position  by  the  suffi'ages  of  the  people,  he  dare  not 
shriidc  from  the  performance  of  his  duty.  That  amid  all  the  cares 
and  terrible  anxieties  of  his  position,  he  has  honestly  and  faith- 
fully endeavored  to  perform  that  duty  none  can  reasonably  doubt. 
That  he  has  always  done  what  subsequent  events  have  shown  to 
be  the  wisest  thing  to  be  done,  no  one  pretends.  It  is  not  given 
to  man  to  see  into  futurity,  nor  to  any  one  an  infaliable  judgtnent ; 
and  yet,  when  the  pen  of  impartial  history  shall  record  the  events 
of  tho  present  time,  all  honor  will  be  awarded  to  the  man  who 
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has  so  faithfully  stood  by  his  country  in  !:er  hour  of  greatest  peril, 
and  against  wiiose  sagacity  and  statesmanship  so  little  can  be 
justly  said. 

'The  life  of  that  country  depends  on  his  re  election.  Defeated, 
and  an  ignominious  peare  will  surely  fallow.  The  constitution 
of  the  slave  confederacy  will  be  adopted  by  all  the  States,  and 
this  continent  will  become  a  vast  slave  empire,  to  be  ruled  over 
by  the  most  hated  aristocracy  that  ever  cursed  mankind. 

Are  the  people  prepared  for  sucii  an  ending  to  the  present 
strucjgle?  Is  it  for  this  that  they  have  been  pouring  out  their 
life's  blood  for  the  last  three  years  ?  Are  they  willing  now  to 
bow  their  necks  in  abject  submission  to  the  yoke  of  those  who 
have  been  murdering  their  neighbors,  friends  and  sons,  in  cold 
blood,  or  starving  them  to  death  in  infernal  prisons? 

If  not,  then  go  to  the  polls  in  October,  as  preparatory  far  the 
Presidential  conflict  in  JSTovember,  and  sustain  those  who  are  up- 
holding the  Government,  and  all  will  be  well.  The  Republic 
will  live  and  go  on  increasing  in  prosperity  and  happiness  from 
age  to  age. 
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